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The following served as councillors during the year:

Mr. R (Bob) Yorath
(Chairman)



 Mr Peter Aaron          (Vice-Chairman)                 

Mrs Sharon Clifton
             

















             

Mrs Kay Farrell   

Mr Clive Luther   
Mrs Penny Mogg

Mrs Julie Thorne

Mr Malcolm Webberley

Mr Paul Wilson    
Local council elections were held in May and 8 councillors were elected unopposed, with 2 new members, Sharon Clifton and Malcolm Webberley.  Julie Thorne was subsequently co-opted on to the council to complete the numbers.  Julie and Penny have stepped down in the course of the year and, no poll having been called, the Council is in the process of filling the vacancies by co-option.

During the year, the Parish Council considered 12 planning applications and 3 applications to carry out works to trees in a conservation area and pursued various enforcement matters.  The parish council has submitted an application to English Heritage to list the farm buildings at White Pit to ensure that this example of a late Victorian model farm.  The application is currently being considered by English Heritage.
The Council is also liaising with English Heritage over necessary action to make secure the Village Cross.  A structural survey revealed that the listed medieval base was in need of some remedial work, but, more worryingly, that the late Victorian finial was, as suspected, at an angle and beginning to break up.  The local conservation officer has suggested erecting scaffolding immediately, but the Council is seeking advice from English Heritage on specialist stone masons to assess what needs to be done, rather than putting scaffolding in place for an indefinite period which would pose its own risks.
The Parish Council has registered in its name the ownership of the land of the war memorial so that it has greater control over the site and gives the memorial greater protection.  The Council has been awarded a grant by the War Memorials Trust towards cleaning the war memorial and has also received a generous gift so that this work will be carried out shortly.
The Council will then assess, in conjunction with the War Memorials Trust, what work is necessary to restore the names of the fallen.

There has been high demand for allotments in the village, particularly from the houses in Augustan Avenue and Roman Way; the County Council offered a new larger site for additional allotments, off Hine Town Lane, but the Council decided this was not appropriate.  The Council therefore decided to implement the terms of the tenancy agreement strictly and some allotment holders were required to give up plots; there remain four people on the waiting list.
Derek Hardy, Housing Policy Manager at NDDC, addressed the Council on Community Land Trusts, as the District Council is looking for a village to host a pilot scheme, but the there has been no interest in the community in this method of providing its own affordable housing.

The Parish Council has resolved to accept ownership of a piece of land at White Pit which is no longer required by NDDC; the site was once considered a potential landfill site and is not suitable for building, but the Parish Council wishes to preserve it as an open space.

The Council liaised with SSE to ensure there was adequate consultation on the replacement of the street lighting in the village and has questioned the District Councillor about the new waste and recycling system proposed under the Dorset Waste Partnership whereby there will be a weekly collection of food waste, for which households will be provided with indoor and outdoor caddies, and fortnightly collections with a 55 litre box for glass, a bag for batteries, a 240 litre wheelie bin for other recycling and a 140 wheelie bin for other waste.  There will also be the option to have, at a charge, another 240 litre wheelie bin or a bag for garden waste.  This system is due to be introduced in North Dorset in Spring 2013 and so residents should look out for further information so that they are aware of the practicalities of the new system.
Footpaths

The Footpaths Officer, Graham Rains, has yet again done sterling work in maintaining the footpath network across the village, both out on the ground and lobbying the County Council Rights of Way department. Cllrs Luther and Wilson have also lent practical support keeping footpaths clear.  Graham arranged the reprinting of the Round Village Walks leaflet which he designed some years ago and is of use to both residents and visitors.  We are fortunate to have someone of such skills and dedication.   Graham has also been much involved in the development of the Trailway, work which has been led by the Countryside Rangers.   This is already a much valued route, giving access to village facilities, coveted by other communities.  Six years on, the proposed car park at Bere Marsh, which would support both the Trailway and the Station project, has still not seen light of day, but we are told a planning application will be considered by the County Council shortly.
White Pit Play Area

This play area continues to be in good condition generally, although the surface is beginning  to deteriorate, which led to some minor wilful damage.  This has now been repaired and the Council hope the area will continue to be well used and maintained.
Recreation Ground

In its capacity as sole managing trustee of the Recreation Ground, the Council has continued to maintain and manage the area.  A new play area and adult gym equipment have been installed under a Big Lottery funded Community Spaces project and these are being well used and looked after by users.  The Parish Council as again grateful to the Forum School for its help in litter picking at the recreation ground and, now,  at the White Pit play area.  Councillors also carry out weekly safety checks to ensure the equipment in the play areas remains in a safe condition.  The Baker Arms Football Club and Blandford AFC played  their matches at the rec over the winter and the Council is grateful to Phil Watts and Brian Thorne for their help in maintaining the ground.
Pavilion

The Parish Council has replaced the floor in the pavilion and the Council is grateful to Mark Talbot and the Cricket Club for their work to keep the building in shape.  The Council has been awarded £50,000 under the Sportengland Inspired Facilities programme to construct a new changing facility and the Council has met with the appointed contractor, but is still awaiting the outcome of the feasibility report before finding out how and exactly when the project will go forward.
This is my last annual meeting as Chairman of the Parish Council and I should like to thank my fellow councillors for their support; residents may not be aware of the time and efforts they put, unpaid and often unacknowledged, into the running of the village, which extends far beyond the monthly meetings of the Council
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